
 

DLO DAILY MEDIA UPDATE 
 

 
 
CURRENT NEWS 19 MAY 2011  
 
CIA Trying to Hire More Diverse Agents 
(News4Jax.com/Pam Benson) 
The CIA is hiring and the agency says language skills are at the forefront.  If you speak a foreign 
language or two, are culturally aware and you are first or second-generation American you’ve greatly 
enhanced your chances of getting a job with the CIA.  The focus of CIA recruiters is on the critical 
languages to include:  Arabic, Pashto, Urdu, Persian, Russian, Korean and Chinese. 
 
Call for Action on Federal Budget Cuts to Language and Humanities Programs 
(Modern Language Association website) 
The MLA executive council issued a statement opposing cuts to language and humanities programs in 
the 2011 federal budget and called upon the President and Congress to ensure these programs receive 
adequate funding in 2012. 
 
New York makes more cuts to Regents exams 
(Pressconnects.com/Cara Matthews) 
New York State education officials voted on Tuesday to stop giving Regents exams in January, 
eliminating Italian, French and Spanish tests to save $700,000.  This means no foreign language Regents 
exams will be available as German, Hebrew and Latin tests were eliminated last year. 
 
M-I-C-K-E-Y Mouse teaches China English, love for Disney 
(SouthCoast Today.com/Bloomberg News) 
Disney is teaching English to China’s youth and creating a future consumer base for Disney products and 
theme parks in the process.  Disney English worked with an academic advisory board to create its Disney 
Immersive Storytelling Approach. Disney has established learning centers in seven Chinese cities and is 
finding the early going profitable. 
 
Arabic Chat Translator Transforms Social Media Analysis 
(SYS.CON Media/Marketwire) 
Innovative software launched yesterday by Basis Technology is supposed to transform the way 
governments and businesses analyze Arabic social media and online communications.  Basis 
Technology’s Rosette Chat Translator converts Arabic chat alphabet into standard written Arabic. 
 
 
PREVIOUS NEWS 

 
Navy releases new Foreign Language Proficiency Bonus Program directive 
(Department of Navy Issuances) 

On 16 May Navy released a revision to its Foreign Language Proficiency Bonus (FLPB) Program via 
OPNAV Instruction 72270.7F.  The instruction is the primary information source for Navy and Navy 
Reserve personnel regarding the FLPB. 
 
Vietnamese parents try to develop their kids into prodigies 
(Vietnamnet Bridge/Tien Phong) 
Parents in Vietnam nowadays are going out of their way to provide days filled with learning opportunities 
to include learning English and foreign languages like Chinese.  Are the strict schedules for children as 
young as 3 or 4 too much? 
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Area schools adapting to meet new foreign language requirements by state 
(The Ogemaw County Herald/Matt Keeton) 
Schools in Michigan are adapting to the Michigan Merit Curriculum established in 2006.  Beginning with 
the Class of 2016, all students must complete two credits of world language other than English prior to 
graduation.  
 
Economy prompts TN schools to increase Chinese classes 
(Asheville’s Homepage Citizen-Times.com/Julie Hubbard) 
Schools in Tennessee are adding opportunities to learn Chinese.  Chinese is the next big economy and 
competition and jobs will be available for those people who can speak the language.  Additionally, the 
Chinese government is supporting this movement through the Confucius Institute. 
 
Support for College and University Students for Language Study 
(National Foreign Language Center – University of Maryland) 
Need to know how your college aged student can learn a foreign language, be part of an immersion 
program or get some job related experience?  Check out this website to see how DoD, CIA, NSA, DoS, 
Department of Education and non-government programs can provide such opportunities. 
 
Arabic language program based at MSU featured in national publication 
(Montana State University) 
The U.S. Arabic Distance Learning Network was featured in the May 3 issue of the national weekly 
publication with the story "A Teaching Network Brings Arabic to the Heartland." Headquartered in MSU's 
Office of International Programs, the program offers Arabic language instruction at eight universities in 
seven states: Missouri, New York, North Dakota, Ohio, Pennsylvania and South Carolina, as well as 
MSU. It pairs videoconference instruction with in-classroom teaching by native Arabic speakers, and is 
thought to be one of a kind, according to Yvonne Rudman, the MSU-based manager of the program since 
its inception in 1998.  
 
Students Get to Experience Cultures at Language Day 
(Fox 35/Kion 46)…Candice Nguyen 
The next great United States ambassador may be found in Monterey Friday. The Defense Language 
Institute on the Presidio of Monterey is hosting Language Day that invites thousands of students across 
California to experience different languages and cultures from around the world. "What's so important 
about language day is an opportunity to bring the community and especially younger people and students 
into the Defense Language institute to experience cultures first hand and from native people. That's 
different performances and cultures they may never get to experience at any other times in their lives," 
said First Lt. Scott Ghiringhelli. 
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